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Diane’s Diary 
Diane Tanner 


It was good to see the turnout at our July 
meeting. We covered a few points of 
business, and were able to plan next month’s 
meeting in Biloxi, featuring a Makeover 
session with Lucette, prior to the meeting . 
See meeting notice for more details. For our 
return (from the coast) meeting in Septem- 
ber, we’ll be planning an evening of "Glam- 
our Shots". 


After the meeting, many of us headed 
over to the Fundraiser at Ruby Fruit Jungle 
called "Summer Safari". There was a large 
turnout for this annual benefit for the 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center of New 
Orleans. It was good to see the familiar 
faces. 

Fourih of July was vice again ceiciraicd 
with an afternoon music, food, fun, and 
games for LAZFEST. Several members of 
GGA served as volunteers at the various 
tables and helped contribute to a successful 
fundraising event for Project Lazarus. 


The next event on the July calendar was 
the town hall meeting held at the Metropoli- 
tan Community Church of New Orleans to 
discuss harassment and other problems 
involving the New Orleans Police Depart- 
ment. Several other organizations including 
the GGA co-sponsored the event. The 
media, including the local ABC TV station, 
covered this milestone event. Of 40 or so in 
attendance, there were 5 or 6 from the 
GGA, including Crystal who was serving on 
the panel. It proved to be a very informative 
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evening, with valuable insight provided by 
community leaders and several prominent 
civil rights attorneys. One conclusion from 
the meeting was that this was not just a Gay 
Bisexual Lesbian and ‘lransgender issue, and 
that for any significant reform, a larger 
coalition comprising the entire community 
would need to be established. Anyone 
interested in becoming more involved in this 
process should contact me. 


In another significant development, our 
very own Nancy Sharp will become chair- 
person of the Mayor’s Advisory Council in 
August. It’s really amazing to see how far 
we’ve moved in the last 5 years or so, to 
actually be in position to have a Trans- 
gendered person serving as the primary 
representative to the Mayor for all GLBT 
issues. It has taken a lot of hard work to 
reach this position, and to achieve the 
success we’ve had with TG inclusive lan- 
guage in local ordinances. While we’ve been 
able to accomplish a lot, we can do more 
with more involvement from others. The 
path has been cut, and not everyone can or 
should be expected to follow in the foot- 
stenss Butvevervone can do) something sf 
you want ideas, I'll be glad to share some. 
Baby steps are possible. One starting point is 
the upcoming PRIDE Fest. We will be 
having a booth, and will be looking for 
volunteers. 


@OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

E-MAIL LISTINGS 

{E-Mail Corrections to Tiac@juno.com} 

GGA: Anyone@gga.org e.g. President, etc 

http:\\www. gga.org 

Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 

ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 

Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 

JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 

Marie G: Mariedenig@aol.com 
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Lugust 999 
www.members.aol.com/mariedenig 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 


Mike Mi: iunatic@beilsouth.net 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Dianne B: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Joanne W: joanneco@ix.netcom.net 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Dawn D.: Dawn2@earthlink.net 
Chris K: Chrise@Concentric.net 
http://www.concentric.net/ ~chmse/ 
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LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submit- 
ted are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like 
something we've done. etc. It doesn’t have 
to be more than a line or two, if long 
enough, we will normally publish it as a 
full article. It can be marked ’anonymous’, 
but we do need to know who it was sub- 
mitted by. It can even be a ‘personal’ as 
long as it fits our general policy as outlined 
in the bylaws and as siimimarized ii our 
outreach brochure.-ed} 
VOOOVVOOOOOODODODOO 
Support "It’s Elementary" 
{Psalmwrite@aol.com} 


Please read the following hate message 
that was forwarded to me this evening. We 
can counter this intolerance by writing our 
own messages to any and all PBS stations 
across the country. The site is www. 
pbs.org. At the top of the site is a place for 
"Talk to Us" -- this will lead to the add- 
resses of all PBS stations. Please write 
KLRU in Austin thanking them for airing 
this program and write to your local stations 
requesting their participation. From: mswetters- 
@hotmail.com (Mark and Shauna Wetters) 


I don’t know how many of you have 
heard about "It’s Elementary", but we, as 
Christians, need to take a stand about this. It 
is a show teaching our kids that homosexual- 
ity is Ok, _and_that_we should accent it as a 
lifestyle. Do you want your tax dollars spent 
on such a thing? We need to speak out 
about this. PLEASE take a few minutes to 
send a note to PBS and let them know your 
feelings. Do it for your kids, grand kids, and 
any other kids that you don’t want to be 
influenced in such a worldly way. 


PBS is going to air a show called "It’s 
Elementary" on Wednesday, June 23, here 
in Austin. Austin is being targeted as a test 
audience. My Dad told me to call or contact 
KLRU but I didn’t do it,.... until today. 


I got this moming’s paper which contains an 
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article quoting an exec from KLRU which 
assures us, "We have hardly received any 
letters of protest of this show to be aired" 
(paraphrased). 


Well, that did it. I went to www.pbs.org 
and fired off an e-mail to register my 
opinion. It was quick and almost painless! 


In case you’re wondering what I’m 
talking about, the show is being shown to 
elementary school students all over the 
country to ‘stop the prejudices against those 
choosing the homosexual lifestyle’. This 
means your tax dollars are supporting the 
indoctrination of elementary school stu- 
dents, that we should not only ’tolerate’ 
homosexuals, but we should ACCEPT 


_them...(the words of the show’s promoters, 


not iiine.) 

Please try to squeeze in 5-10’ min to 
register your opinion on this show being 
placed in our public school classrooms. As 
I said, whatever the Austin audience ’toler- 
ates’ will help indicate whether this show 
goes national, on a full scale. 

You can try to notify them before the 
show, or even just after it airs. I doubt they 
will cancel its airing on Wed, but at least we 
can assure them that we are out here and we 
do care. We also need to urge our like-- 
minded friends to do the same...thanks. Feel 
free to pass it on where appropriate. 

Sara Kokajko 

This is one of the e-mails that I sent to 
WYES and several PBS stations in support 
of the airing: Please consider airing "It’s 
Elementary" as our children need to be 
taught tolerance and understanding not hatred 
of a subject that they are not educated about. 
I pray as a Christian that you will have the 
strength to stand up and speak for those who 
are not afforded the freedom to live as equal 
Americans. 

OVOOOOOOOOOODOOOOO 
Thanks from UNO 
nuttslanding@juno.com 
Hi girls, 

Just wanted to relay to you the letter I 
received from Dr. Peter Anderson at 
UNO. 


It goes: 
Dear Lee Mymick, 


I am very grateful to you for Participat- 
ing in my class this semester. Your Willing- 
ness to share with me and my students is 
incredibly valuable for all of us. 


For the second time, I offered my 
students the opportunity to pick a speaker 
that they were especially impressed with and 
write a thank you letter. The results were 
wonderful. I’m including a sample for you- 
it’s hand written, but I hope it conveys the 
significance of the contribution that you have 
made to our experience this semester. 


Thanks again for your participation. 
I'll look forward to seeing you again 
soon. 


Peace, 

Peter RB. Anderson, PhD 
Associate Professor 
(letter from student): 
Dear Larry and Barbara, 


On behalf of my classmates, I would like 
to thank both of you for speaking to our 
"Education for a Healthy Sexuality" class at 
the University of New Orléans. It was great 
to be able to hear you both share personal 
experiences, thoughts, and insights on 
transvestism, transsexualism, and_ trans- 
gendered persons. It was wonderful of you 
both to allow us to ask the most personal 
questions we could have asked. I wish you 
and your families good health and good luck 
throughout life. 


Thanks again! 
Ginger Bouvier 


I’ve already gotten some volunteers for the 

next program and I hope to have a little. 
more lead time for this one. Barb, (a former 

member) was-contacted by. Dr. Anderson last 
time and called me at the last minute. Just so 

I'll have a list available of those who'd like 

to participate, please e-mail me at: nutts 

landing@juno.com and I'll contact you as 

soon as I know something. 


Missed seeing everyone at the June 
meeting, but Cheryl and I were all dressed 
up fit to kill, and my next door neighbor had 
all his friends and relatives over, helping 
him install his new boat hoist. They didn’t 
finish up and go inside until after dark, say 
8:30 or so and by then it was too late to 
make it from Slidell to the meeting. So, we 
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All Advetticors Guaranteed TG Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


classic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 

{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 


Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
454-3048  Myrle McArthur 
864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
2405 Pass Rd Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
Pp. O. BOX 9Zz 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 
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Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 


New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 


Beeper 551-3957 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Y 
Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 


113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 


Ladies Sizes 9-15 Ste E (upstairs) 


1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Nails by Tina 
Professional Nail Care 
3242 B Popps Ferry Rd 
D’Iberville, MS 
(228) 396-3006 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Celtic Desktop Services 


Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 

Mane D. Gallagher 
President 
281.508.6018 
pager: 713.615.4276 
fax: 281.615.5782 
e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


"12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
646-0256 


Serenit 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA), a 
RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 
transgender organizations without 
advance Gormlssion: provided a copy is 
sent to Gulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 
source. 

_ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author’s intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material will be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should_be accompanied by an 
ASCII (or DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible _ diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 7:0 also) 

The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests _are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active eUEISInD and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be cropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board’s discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Coniey 
’ P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the second Thursday of 
the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 

Our E-Mail address is: {anyone} 
a\@gga.org ~ 


GGA CALENDAR-1999 
August 7th - LEGAL Annual Meeting 
in Baton Rouge 
{504-595-8586} 


August 14th - Meeting in Biloxi, MS 
{Mary Kay Party} 


September 11th - Regular Meeting 
{Glamour Shots & Movie Night} 


{See members insert for more 
information on locations} 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 


(713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-B3M (713) 347-8747 


If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 

This month’s regular meeting will be 
held August 14th in Biloxi, MS The 
September meeting will be back at our 
usual location in the Greater New Orleans 
area. For those desiring to dress in the 
room, it will be open by 4 p.m. Board of 
Directors meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and 
General Membership Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Meeting location information is included 
separately for members or guests who have 
been interviewed. 


VOVOCODOOOOOOOOOWO 


President 
Vice-president 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Board of Directors 


Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole A, 
Cissy C, Tara S, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Donna O 


did the only other reasonable thing, we went 
to La Peniche to chow down. 


Hope to see y’all in July! 
OVOVOVOVOOWOVODOOOOOOdDO 
Karen’s Korner 
Karen Louise Scott 


Well. after missing the June meeting, it 
was good to be on the go again. It is always 
delightful to be with the group and enjoy 
everyone’s company. 

Although it is five months away, our 
Christmas party is set for the December 
meeting at the same location as in previous 
years. Thank you Vicki and Dianne for 
making the arrangements. It’s not too early 
to be checking your wardrobe for something 
pretty to wear. 

A new member, Laurie, was voted in at 
the July meeting. Welcome aboard Laurie. 
We had two visitors, Rhoni from Little 
Rock, and Eric, Wendi’s son. Rhoni is an 
old friend of some of our members, espe- 
cially those from upstate Mississippi who get 
to see her periodically. Eric was a first time 
visitor to the GGA. You are a fine young 
man Eric, and I hope we will see you again. 


Noelle, Drake, and Drake’s S/O Terry 
were on stage at Summer Safari at Rubyfruit 
Jungle. Noelle did Shania Twain and Drake 
and Terry did ’We are Family’ from the 
Lion King. There performances were a big 
hit, and as always, they were superb. 

Coming up in September is the annual 
Pride Celebration. I have participated in two 
previous Pride celebrations and enjoyed it 
very much. It appears we may not be in the 
parade this year, but may have an informa- 
tion booth. 

The Gay and Lesbian community nave 
done a lot for transgenders. Our participation 
would show them that their efforts are 
appreciated. 

Also, participation in the Lesbian and 
Gay Community Center is a nominal 
$10/year and your membership is confiden- 
tial. If we don’t show our appreciation for 
their support, they may figure that we don’t 
care. We need their support if we are to 
keep what rights we do have and if we are to 
further our cause. 

The August meeting will be held in 
Biloxi and feature a Mary Kay cosmetic 
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party by Lucette Worrell. It is a lot of fun 
and a learning experience also. If you wish 
to contact Lucette, her ad is on page 3. 


At our September meeting, plans are 
underway for another Glamour shots. It is a 
great way to get a terrific picture of yourself 
at your prettiest. Thank you Lucette for your 
efforts. You are a sweetheart. 


Hope to see everyone next time. Have a 
good month. 


BOOVOOOOOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy G. Conley 

We had a pretty nice turnout for the July 
meeting, seventeen members and two 
prospective members, Laurie and Nicole M 
who were attending for their second 
meeting. Karen covered the visitors in her 
Karen’s Kormer column, so [ will not repeat 
that information here. 

I failed to properly thank Tara S and 
Nancy B for their taking over the financial 
responsibilities in June. I do really appreci- 
ate their help. 


As a result of extra food being brought to 
the meeting and the resultant expense, the 
Board, by way of e-mail has decided to 
establish an ’Outside Food Policy.’ In the 
future, do not bring food to the meeting, 
unless requested by an Officer or Board 
Member and expect to be re-imbursed for it. 
If you wish it to be a donation, of course 
feel free to bring something. 


I regret I will not be able to be with you 
all in August. I have to leave the Friday 
before the August meeting to drive to 
Sacramento and there is no way to get there 
in two days! I hope you do enjoy your visit 
to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and there will 
be several local members there to advise on 
local dining, entertainment, etc. 


Board Meeting. 


—e—eeeee—eeeeoee—e— — —s_Ohy_y_hyh_ohot 


1. The board briefly discussed the August 
meeting to be held in Biloxi. It was agreed 
to include makeover seminars by Lucette, 
Starting at 4 p.m. Six people can be accom- 
modated. From the show of hands, there 
doesn’t seem to be any problem with 
numbers, so if you should decide later to 
attend, just come on. Should you desire to 
see Lucette earlier than 4 p.m., call her at 
her home number listed in her ad on page 3. 
She asks that you come with only a clean 
face to place your palate of beauty on! 


2. Nancy Sharp is writing a monthly trans- 
gender column for P-Flag, New Orleans. If 
you would like to contribute information, it 
must be received by the 15th of the month. 
You may e-mail it to her at stressgone@aol.- 


leleheo! 
peepee ty 


3. On a couple of minor business items, it . 
was agreed to only give the first night free 
to prospective members and charge them for 
the second night after they have been voted 
in. This will be reflected in the next revision 
to the Outreach Brochure. Also, it was 
agreed that GGA would provide the blank 
labels to use in making up the mailing list 
for Lee Frances’ Love Letter. This would 
result in an expense of about $3/year and 
would preclude your hard working(?) 
secretary from having to maintain another 
box of blank labels. 


4. September is being planned as movie 
night. Lucette is coordinating with Glamour 
Shots and will let Nancy B know if we can — 
schedule this for September also. Look for 
more information in the next newsletter. 


5. The local HRC chapter has written a 
letter to the national organization is support. 
of transgender inclusiveness. It is on page 6. 
6. Ga August Sth through the Sth, the local 
Metropolitan Community Church will be 
hosting a symposium on Spirituality, 
Sexuality and Me. Call (504) 945-5390, or 
e-mail vemcegno@aol.com for more infor- 
mation, fees, etc. 


General Membership Meeting Items 


discussed at this meeting are pretty well 
summarized above under the Board Meeting 
minutes. We did vote in Laurie and Nicole 
as new members. Diane made an additional 
announcement concerning the August 7th 
annual meeting of Baton Rouge chapter of 
LEGAL at the Sleepy Hollow Plantation. 
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You will remember LEGAL from its 
sponsorship of the EBAH (Equality Begins 
At Home) campaign. Call 504-595-8586 for 
more information. 


New GGA Phone Number The new number 
is:(504) 943-1999. 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 
in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact 


from the promoter. GGA accepts 
no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content .of these items. 


DOOOOOO OOO OOOOH 
SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Sept 21-25 
Atlanta, GA 
P.O. Box 77591 
Atlanta, GA 30357-1591 
(404) 630-6470 
info@sccatl.org 
OHOOOOOOOO OOOO OOO 
Holiday En-Femme 
Nov 11-14 
Houston TX 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Dignity Cruise 
Nov 14-21 
melpeg@pmpub.com 
GOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
LA HRC Committee Urges TG 
Inclusion in ENDA 
http://www.ambushmag.com/ 

Dear Jeff and Candy: 


[Jeff Sachse Candy Marcum Co-chairs HRC 
National Board of Directors] 


We are writing you on behalf of the 1999 
Louisiana HRC Dinner Committee to thank 
you for the support the Boards of HRC have 
shown to the transgender community of the 
nation and to urge the inclusion of trans- 
gendered persons in the Employment 


Non-Discrimination Act. 


We recognize that HRC has a vision that 
honors and respects all people regardless of 
sexual orientation or gender identity. We 
appreciate the educational process HRC has 
begun with its public and private initiatives 
to counter discrimination based on real or 
perceived gender identity. We hope you will 
agree the logical conclusion of this process 
is the inclusion of transgendered persons in 
ENDA, now. We know the many years of 
focused advocacy on behalf of gay and 
lesbian Americans will ultimately yield equal 
tights regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


Thank you for all of the excellent work 
the Human Rights campaign does for all of 
us every day. 

Sincerely, 

Sandy Miller, Co-chair; Bruce Gallassero, 
Co-chair; Mark McKeown, Co-chair; Scott 
Beard, Co-chair; Gregory Curtis, Co-chair; 
and, Christopher Daigle, Co-chair 

DOOODODOOOOOOVVOOOO 

A True Conservative’s Views 
New Orleans P-FLAG Banner, Oct ’98 


Several PFLAG newsletters have printed 
quotes of statements made by the late 
Senator Barry Goldwater often called ’Mr. 
Conservative’, that deserve one more 
repetition. 

"You don’t have to be straight to fight 
and die for your country. You just need to 
shoot straight." 

"Gays and lesbians are a part of every 
American family. they should not be short- 
changed in their efforts to better themselves 


and serve their. communities. It’s. time. 


America realized there was no gay exemp- 
tion in the right to ‘life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness’ in the Declaration of 
Independence. Some will try to paint this as 
a liberal or religious issue. I am a conserva- 
tive Republican, but I believe in democracy 
and the separation of church and state. I am 
proud that the Republican Party has always 
stood for individual rights and liberties. 
Anybody who cares about real moral values 
understands that this isn’t about granting 
special rights - it’s about protecting basic 
rights." 

"The rights and liberties that our found- 


ing fathers wrote into the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution were 
meant for all people. It is time that our 
nation realized that a significant portion of 
our society is today excluded and that laws 
need to be written and enforced to ensure 
that lesbians and gays are not discriminated 
against in employment, public accommoda- 
tions and housing." 


BRAVO Senator Goldwater! Your death 
last spring was a loss to far more than your 
family. Your voice for faimess and equal 
rights, coming from such a noted Republi- 
can, was much needed and still is. 


BOVVOOOVOODOGOOOoOO 
MAC Issues Police Harassment {Report} 
to Mayor 


http://www.ambushmag.com 
AMBUSH Magazine 
Letters Column 
VOLUME 17, ISSUE 13 
June 25-July 8, 1999 
Dear Rip, 


I would like to take this opportunity to 
inform you of some recent actions taken by 
the Mayor’s Advisory Committee [MAC] on 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Issues. 


On June 14, the MAC submitted to the 
Mayor the final draft of our report entitled 
"Statement of Concern regarding Police 
Harassment of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and . 
Transgender Persons." This report will soon 
be available through our Website at http: 
//member.aol.com/lgbtmac, which we invite 
you to visit. ; 
[This Website and E-mail address, |gbtmac@aol.com, 
canstiteses the Mac's permanent contac! information. 
The names and direct contact information for current 
Officers can be found on the site. We hope this new 
information can be included in the appropriate directory 
section of your newspaper.] 

The "Statement of Concern" describes in 
detail one case of alleged police abuse, and 
follows it through the complaint process of 
the Police Integrity Division. What we saw 
was, frankly, discouraging, and from these 
data we formulated six recommendations to 
Mayor Morial. 

The report also describes our meeting 
with NOPD leadership, who we found to be 
supportive and receptive. The MAC and the 
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LGBT community should look forward to 
improved relations with the NOPD, provided 
we take the responsibility to effectively 


communicate to them what we need and 
what problems we perceive. 


Toward this end, the MAC is co- 
sponsoring a community forum to discuss 
community relations with the NOPD. We 
invite all interested persons to attend on July 
9, 1999, at 6pm, at the MCC on 1128 St. 
Roch Avenue. 


Sincerely, 
--James M. Donovan, Ph.D., Chair 


[{Ambush}Editor’s Note: The letter to 
Mayor Marc Morial follows.] 


Dear Mayor Morial: 


It is with extreme pleasure that | convey 
to you the final draft of the Statement of 
Concern about Police Harassment of 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Persons. This report represents a major 
effort by your MAC on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Issues to identify 
and analyze a problem area within our 
community. 


As described in the report, the MAC has 
received a disturbing number of complaints 
about police behavior. We followed one such 
complaint through the proper NOPD chan- 
nels. The PID review process was almost as 
disheartening as the original abuse from the 
officers. 


We call to your attention six recommen- 
dations which, if acted upon, would signifi- 
cantly alleviate many of the problems we 
encountered. 


The "Statement of Concern" reflects the 
consensus not only of this MAC, but’ of 
many other community organizations as 
well. As part of our ongoing efforts, a 
community forum on this topic has been 
scheduled for July 9, at 6:00, at the MCC. 


(International Conference on Transgender Law an 


Our goal is increase our familiarity and 
expertise with this issue so that we can be a 
more effective resource for both the NOPD 
and the community. Toward this same end 
we will soon be making this report available 
on our website. 


We have found the leadership of the 
NOPD to be open and responsive to our 
concerns. The MAC has every reason to 
believe that together these problems can be 
effectively resolved. 

Sincerely, 

--James M. Donovan, Ph.D., Chair, 
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Issues, 1527 
Euterpe #2, New Orleans, LA 70130; 


504.524.1056 
DOODDDHHHOOGOOVOv#o 
Most Discrimination is Gender Based 
PRFrye@aol.com 
{ENDA No Help!} 
{sarah@gender.org (Sarah D. Fox)} 


It’s Time, Ohio! conducted a simple 
employment discrimination survey at the 
recent Pride event in Columbus. We did so 
in order to replicate the findings of the 
recent NGLTF/NCLR/GenderPAC survey, 
in which 37% of the GLB respondents who 
reported having suffered employment 
discrimination cited gender expression (not 
sexual orientation) as a basis. Without going 
into painful detail (yet), we found that of the 
61% of GLB respondents reporting having 
suffered employment discrimination, 16% 
reported gender expression as being a basis! 


That 76% would be unprotected by 


could legally suffer discrimination on the 
basis of their gender expression alone. 
Obviously, ENDA as currently written also 
would not cover 100% of the transgender 
population, except as regards any issues of 


SUPPORT I.C.T.L.E.P.! 
d Employment Policy) 


Send Contributions to: ICTLEP, Inc (607) 547-4118 
P. O. Drawer 1010 
Cooperstown, NY 13326 


To pay by credit card, 


Either include this notice or state you are a 


send Card Type, Account #, 


Gulf Gender Alliance Member. 


—— 


sexual orientation. 


Thus, it would appear that ENDA currently 
covers only the most privileged quartile of 
the GLB population. 


These findings were discussed at the last 
ITOH! meeting, July 8, where we called for 
a consensus on our position on ENDA. By 
consensus, It’s Time, Ohio!, an organization 
whose official mission is to advocate for the 
entire TBLG community, does not endorse 
ENDA unless it is amended to include 
protections based on gender expression. 


After I finalize a paper for the Interna- 
tional Journal of Transgenderism which 
discusses these findings within a more 
proper statistical framework, It’s Time, 
Ohio! will issue an official press release 
about the survey and the ITOH! resolution. 
Peace, unity, and hope, 

Sarah Fox, Ph.D., Communications Direc- 
tor, It’s Time, Ohio! 

Sarah’s Place -- http://www.gender.org/ ~ 
sarah 


GET INVOLVED! It’s Time, 
(http://www.gender.org/itoh); 
QUILL (http://www.gender.org/quill); GFI 
(http://www. gender.org/gfi); 
EBaH-Ohio (http://www.rainbow-akron.- 
com/ebah) 
OQOOOOQOOOOOHOOOOvO 
I Survived Stonewall 
Roy McCarthy 


{Courtesy of Phyllis R. Frye {from the TATS newslet- 
ter, July issue. }Interview by Vanessa Edwards Foster 
at moonflowrr@aol.com) 

To think that it has been 30 years since 
that night in June that all this has hap- 
pened.... We've made a lot of progress, but 
there’s a lot more to be made. The fight 
continues on and I’m right out there! 


Ohio! 


Expiration Date to above address (Sign Form). 


Opening Night 

I had a most unusual beginning an 
initiation to the riots. I was asleep! I was 
across the street...my childhood sweetheart 
was fixing to start first year at Columbia 
University; he was a psych major. I was 
spending the summer with him, and I was 
upstairs in his apartment sound asleep; and 
his apartment was right across the street 
from Stonewall Inn. He comes running 
upstairs saying Roy! Roy! The queens are 
rioting across the street! The queens are 
rioting! 

So I go running down, following him.... 
By the time we got down there, the paddy 
wagon had just pulled up. The queens were 
just starting to come out and someone had 
just thrown a high heel. There may have 
been coins or what-ever, but I was there 
within a couple minutes after the festivities 
started. I did see high heels flying! The 
queens, the transgenders or the crossdressers 
were yelling something from across the 
street by the paddy wagon; they were yelling 
at the cops. We were cheering on the 
transgenders, the crossdressers; it just sort of 
snowballed from there. 


Setting the Stage 

You gotta understand...where every- 
body’s head politically was at that time. 
We're talking late 60’s, 1969. Were talking 
about a period of time when it was not only 
okay, but fashionable to riot against author- 
ity thanks to the Vietnam War, and...to the 
Civil Rights riots a year before, [and when] 
Bobby Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
were assassinated we had rioting in the 
streets. We were rioting and protesting the 
Vietnam War all along, and we had 
Moratorium Day every October in the 60’s. 
I think it was around October 17th, some- 
where around the middle of October. We 
would have the anti-Vietnam War Morato- 
rium march, which almost always turned 
into rioting. Later on in the summer of ’69 
we also had Woodstock. 


In the gay community, now when I talk 
about the gay community, people have to 
understand I’m -not talking about male 
homosexuals. I am old school; and when I 
talk about gay community, the transgenders 
were a part of it. We never ever considered 
them not! Bi-sexuals, crossdressers, were 


never ever not considered a part of it! We 
were all gay! I’m kind of sad that all this 
division and fracturization is come about. 
Back then in the gay community, we were 
kinda pissed off that everyone else was 
getting their civil rights and we weren’t. We 


were tired of the police busting in and 
dragging us out just because we were out 
there to have a good time. 


And even the crossdressers, were pissed 
off because by law they had to have at least 
three articles of clothing on them that were 
according to their birth gender.- That all 
these things set up to...guarantee that we 
would have a record. They would tell us to 
go across the street, and we would follow 
the police orders; and there would be 
another cop across the street waiting to give 
us a ticket for jaywalking. We were tired of 
gay people being locked up in psychiatric 
hospitals and getting tortured! We had our 
own Auschwitzes and Dachas! And we were 
just pissed off about all of that! And it had 
to end! 


It was obvious with the paddy wagon 
there they were just doing another one of 
their Saturday night raids. It was hot and it 
was humid that night, and none of us were 
really in the best of moods that night. We 
had just buried Judy Garland that day in 
Forest Lawn out in Hollywood, our icon! 
We were kinda pissed off. 


The First Acts 


At first the cops cleared out Stonewall 
Inn. Those that weren’t gonna get loaded up 
in the paddy wagons, the cops were telling 
them to go home. We started taunting the 
cops, and...they saw that the crowd was 
starting to gather. The crowd this time was 
getting bigger and ‘bigger and we statted 
pressing in on the police, and they got 
scared. They took refuge inside the Stone- 
wall Inn, and barricaded themselves inside. 
It was after that that somebody had pulled up 
a parking meter outside there from Christo- 
pher Street and smashed in a window. I got 
by one of the police cars, the NYPD patrol 
cars, and I was at the back and | started 
shaking up and down on the back. Then we 
started rocking it from side to side, up and 
down from the front and back, see-sawing 
the front and back and rocking it from side 
to side. Next thing...we ended up turning it 
over on its roof. We crushed its little 


bubble-gum machine it had on top. By now 
there was a huge crowd, and somebody 
somewhere had tossed a Molotov cocktail, 
and I helped set the cop car on fire. By this 
time it was only 20 minutes from the time I 
first arrived down there... And there was a 
huge crowd! 


The Emotion 


Back then I wasn’t as big as I am now. I 
was 5’-7", about 130 pounds. I was a 19 
year old male prostitute. In 1969, I was a 
prostitute; because I’d been kicked out of 
home and I was living on the streets and I 
had to survive. 


The Stonewall Inn was made up of the 
dregs of the community. Transgenders and 
transsexuals were not allowed in many of the 
gay clubs. And the Stonewall Inn was mostly 
prostitutes and drug addicts, and drag queens - 
and transgenders. It was not your respectable 
gay club. 


But it was those of us who had nothing to 
lose, and stood up, and everybody joined in 
afterwards. We were all tight knit, very tight 
knit. It wasn’t like we were giving verbal 
support to the queens who were getting 
locked up in the paddy wagon. It wasn’t just 
some sort of spectator thing like at a football 
game; this was something from our heart, 
deep down in-side. 


The Climactic Fray 

By this time we could hear cop cars 
coming like crazy from every which direc- 
tion, and riot police were showing up. I was — 
looking around for my boyfriend, my lover. 
I saw this leather-jacketed, NYPD motorcy- 
cle cop who had my boyfriend in a headlock. 
Now my boyfriend was wearing these John 
Lennon granny glasses which was very 
popular at the time. And [the cop] had him 
in a headlock with his baton hitting him in 
the face with the bottom end of the baton, 
and blood was coming from my boyfriend’s 
face. He was my first love, puppy love, 
fierce love. 


I lost my mental capacity for reason. I 
jumped on the back of that cop and I took 
the baton from that cop with some strength 
from somewhere. The adrenaline got me 
going where I was able to take the baton out 
of the cop’s hand and I was beating on the 
cop. I know I got about three or four hits on 
the guy and the next thing I knew; bang, I’m 
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seeing stars and I’m on the ground! Then 
there’s blood coming all down my face, on 
the left side! A cop on horseback came up 
behind me and whacked me in the head with 
his night-stick. That was one of the TPF 
(Tactical Patrol Force). 


This was before there was such thing as 
a SWAT unit. They used Tactical Patrol, 
and they were on horseback, and they used 
those police to disperse riots and...that’s 
what they did on me, and I was really 
bloodied. A piece of my skull got chipped 
off and wound up on Christopher Street. To 
this day, I’ve got a place in my head where 
a piece of my skull is missing, a little chip 
off the old block! 


Salvation During Battle 

It was four transgendered people who 
saved my butt! At the time they were called 
crossdressers aS opposed to drag queens. 
Drag Queen was a regular guy, gay OF 
straight, who dressed up as a woman to 
perform a show. Crossdressers, or trans- 
genders as now, were 24 hours. Trans- 
vestites would dress up to go out to a club, 
be they did not necessarily perform...they 
would just dress up to go out to a club. 


There was like one on each arm, my 
arms and my legs, and then they carried me 
down to a basement place where they helped 
patch me up. There was some tear gas that 
had been shot at us, and in fact one of the 
canisters...1 do remember the canister going 
off not five, six feet in front of me when I 
was out on the street. I got a full face, full 
throttle... I told the transgendered person to 
get a bucket of water... and just dump it on 
top of me. That’s the best first aid [for tear 
gas]: a bucket of water. 


The rioting went on for about three days. 
I never was able to find my boyfriend until 
after...later on the next week. I found out 
that a piece of glass from his eyeglasses... 
got punctured in through the eye and lodged 
in the brain. He is now in a psychiatric 
hospital up in Maine. He’s beyond repair. 
His parents refused to bring charges against 
the police at the time because they said this 
was God’s judgment upon us. 


In fact no charges were ever brought 
against any of the demonstrators. We were 
all originally arrested and charged with 
drunk, and rioting, and disorderly conduct 


and all that. But Mayor John Lindsay... 
stepped in and ordered that charges not be 
brought against any of us, and we were all 
released. When I say we, I mean the other 
people, I was never in jail myself. 


The Antagonists 


To this day I have no affection for Henry 
Hay and the Mattachine Society. To have us 
arrested, and to tell us to quiet down! Do not 
rock the boat! I’m sorry! I try: to be inclu- 
sive, and I know there are other issues that 
people care about. But the basic fundamental 
of the right to be, and the right to love who 
I feel attracted to, is basic and most impor- 
tant and overriding of everything else. The 
Mattachine Society was afraid that if we 
rioted, we were going to throw the clock 
back 20 years, if that was possible! 


The Mattachine Society is equivalent to 
our modern-day Log Cabiners. The Matta- 
chine Society was a group of self-hating, 
self-loathing gay folks who felt that we were 
all emotionally underdeveloped or something 
sub-human in some way. These were a 
bunch of yellow-bellied cowards who were 
frightened in little corners, who didn’t want 
us to upset the apple cart. Who thought at 
that time that if we didn’t create any kind of 
a mess...if we just did things quietly and 
applied for disability let the psychiatric 
people say we did not develop emotionally 
enough or psychologically, that there was 
something wrong with us mentally or 
emotionally because we loved people of the 
same sex or the same gender... or because 
someone who was a male and always 
identified as a female wanted to really 
pursue that. Obviously that person was 
wacked-out. And it was just as strong with 
tiansscxual, transgender people. ~ 

’ Sexual ([Reassignment] Surgery was 
started in the 50’s or something, it was not 
new by the time the riot came around. 
However, there was a lot of kids who were 
sexually trying to [reassign] themselves in 
back rooms and hallways because of fear... 
and because there was just nowhere else for 
them to go. 


However, thanks to the Mattachine 
Society telling everybody we’re sick, we're 
mentally ill that was hard enough for gay 
people...but for transgendered and transsexu- 
als, where could they tun to? Avenues of 


Positive help were not open, even though 
they did exist. And guys who wanted to be 
female had nowhere to tur. They felt so 
disgusted with themselves, they tried to 
sexually [reassign] themselves with a razor 
blade, and clean towels and a needle and 
thread. It just did not work! This was the 
same period of time when abortions were 
still illegal, and many women were getting it 
in back alleys and the butcher shops. A lot 
of guys hemorrhaged to death in their 
bathrooms, and died in back alleys... 


And the Mattachine Society wanted us to 
stay that way. I think it’s also important to 
understand that most of the people in the 
Mattachine Society were middle-class, and 
upper-middle and upper class people eco- 
nomically. So they had a lot to lose, and 
they saw us as a threat. The Log Cabin is in - 
essence, the modern day Mattachines. The 
Mattachine Society did not speak for the gay 
community. Just like the Log Cabin does not 
speak for the transgender community. They 
never have, and they never will. 


The Final Act 


For the next two nights there was rioting 
going on. Yeah, I was there! I was out 
there, bandaged-up head and all...just 
screaming along with everyone else. We 
were just a big mob in the street...and there 
was this park; I think it was Christopher 
Park...right there at the end of Christopher 
Street right there at the end of three days 
was born the Gay Liberation Front. Of : 
course everything back in those days was 
called the Liberation Front! You know, we 
were all Liberation Fronts. And so, before 
there was a Gay Political Caucus there was_ 
a Gay Liberation Front. : : 

And in those early days, P shouldn’t just 
say transgender inclusive because nobody 
was excluded, the whole thing of Gay Pride 
Parade everything...of that night...was 
started by, was all about the transgenders! 

Gay people, gay males, we joined in. But 
it was started by transgenders. Now even 
though we joined in within five or ten 
minutes, it was still five or ten minutes later! 
We joined in...it’s important for people to 
understand. To join it means somebody else 
was already there. And that was the trans- 
genders. Somebody said it was a brick I say 
it was a high heeled shoe, who knows if it 
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was a pump or a brick...or a pumped-up 
brick? It was called The Hairpin Drop Heard 
Round The World. That’s how CBS News 
covered it, and ABC News covered it, and it 
was in Time Magazine.... The Hairpin Drop 
Heard Round The World: I guess that was 
the first Gay Pride slogan! 


Final Memories 


My favorite memory is the moment I 
first went out the door, and I saw the queens 
and the transgenders being loaded up in the 
paddy wagon and somebody finally threw a 
high heel! It was that moment it was such a 
liberating moment inside, it was so freeing! 
It felt so good finally, we’re not taking this 
shit no more! Pardon my french! We weren’t 
going to take it aiy more! No iniore! Over! 
This is it! 

I have heard, that people went around to 
a bunch of different gay clubs...saying: Out 
of the clubs, into the streets! Or, out of the 
bars, into the streets! I think that’s what 
somebody told me was being said. I mean, 
I don’t know because I was already in the 
street! That was the defining moment. 


It feels special in some ways, and in 
other ways it feels like an accident of 
history. Thirty years later, I am so saddened 
by knowing where the community is at now; 
in which transgenders and transsexuals in 
many cities are excluded from the Pride 
Parade. Many transgendered and many gay 
people do not know the role that trans- 
genders [played]; how important.... We 
would not have Gay Pride Parade if it was 
not for the transgenders. We would not have 
Gay Pride Week! We probably wouldn’t 
have this show (After Hours). Everything 
had its birth with transgenders and iranssexu- 
als finally standing up! , 

Some people call Harry Hay (founder of 
the Mattachine Society) one of the great 
founders. He was the founder of nothing! If 
anything, he held us back! And to tell us 
Don’t make waves...! Well just remember 
this: if you don’t make waves, you ain’t 
going nowhere! And we had to go some- 
where, because this could not continue. The 
hypocrisy of it all was really astounding. 
Which is why, for thirty years, I have 
always been there for the transgendered 
people because quite literally, you saved my 
butt! And helped patch me up! Nobody’s 


perfect. Sometimes, in spite of themselves, 
by accident they get it right! 


ODOCOVOOOOOOHOOOOOOO 
Frank Angers TG Community 


Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
[Received from Dianna Cicotello 
< DAINNA@aol.com> ] 
Washington Blade July 2 


BOSTON - Openly Gay U.S. Rep. Barney 
Frank (D-Mass.) told the Boston Gay 
newspaper Bay Windows that the Employ- 
ment Non-Discrimination Act would have 
"no chance whatsoever" of passage if it 
included language to prohibit. discrimina- 
tion against transgenders. 

"It’s not as if this truck is moving along 
at 60 miles per hour and they are asking us 
for a ride. This is an uphill climb," Frank 
said, according to an article in the June 16 
Bay Windows. 


Frank’s comments came after the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
announced May 25 at the National Gender 
Lobby Day that it would not support ENDA 
without the language protecting transgender 
people. 

ENDA is a congressional bill that seeks 
to prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in the workplace. 


According to Bay Windows, Frank said 
he disagrees with the "notion that you don’t 
accept a partial measure" on an anti-discri- 
mination bill, such as this. 


"The Americans With Disabilities Act, 
for one, protects gay men with AIDS but 
not lesbians and gay men without AIDS. 
Should { not vote-for it?" he told Bay 
Windows. 


Frank said he does support inclusion of 
transgender people in federal hate crimes 
legislation but not ENDA. 


"I’ve talked with transgender activists," 
said Frank, “and what they want - and what 
we’ll be forced to defend - is for people with 
penises who identify as women to be able to 
shower with other women. There are no 
votes for that." 

It was Frank’s comment about the 
showers that seemed to trigger the most 
reaction from the transgender community, 


according to Queer Unity Initiative Liberty 
Lantern (QUILL), a “transgender, bisexual, 
Lesbian, Gay news and communications 
network." 


QUILL said the argument Frank used is 
"ludicrous" and similar to ones the religious 
right turn to when fighting against Gay civil 
tights. 


"[ don’t want to shower with other 
women or peek under stalls in the restrooms. 
I just need to pay my rent and feed my cat. 
If that means I have to squat behind the 
dumpster, then so be it," said Cathy Platine, 
director of the Midwest Transsexual 
Alliance, in a June 22 QUILL press release. 


Courtney Sharp of the national trans 
gendered civil rights group It’s Time, 
America!, added, “When you start hearing 
all this nonsense from the religious right, © 
just remember the first salvo regarding 
communal showers was fired by the Gay 
representative from Massachusetts who was 
defending his position for denying equal 
employment rights to transgendered peo- 
ple." 


. Frank also told Bay Windows that 
NGLTF’s decision not to endorse ENDA 
would have "no impact" on the legislation. 


DODQOOOOOOOVOOOOOON 
Sex-swap Vicar in Wax Row 
Penni Ashe 

<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
[Received from Claire McNab <claire@si- 
beria.demon.co.uk> via Press For Change News] 

A Vicar who is waiting for transsexual 

surgery has been booted off a college course 
for refusing to wax her wife’s bikini line. ; 


Reverend Mian Parry, formerly known as 
Bill, says she was suspended from health and 
beauty lessons at Swansea College after 
complaining of being treated differently to 
other students. 

Dian, who is still raising funds for a full 
sex-change operation, joined the college last 
July hoping to become a beautician. 


She studied make-up, massage and masks 
before the trouble arose at the waxing lesson 
with two months to go. “I wanted to be 
treated like the other students on the cours- 
e,” said 60-year-old Dian, who has written 
to the Welsh Office complaining about sex 
discrimination. "I was never allowed to 
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practice my beauty tips on. others, I always 
had to use my wife and never thought it was 
fair. "So when it came to learning about 
bikini line waxing I told them as much and 
was suspended." 


Rev Parry told his flock he wanted to be 
a woman a year ago and now has 36D 
breasts. Dian, and wife of 39 years Anita 
share clothes and jewellery at their Maesteg 
home, and she has been a dutiful model 
during the three-nights-a-week beauty 
course. "She’s been wonderful,” said Dian, 
who says the hardest thing was telling the 
couple’s three children about his decision." 


Last night Swansea College denied staff 
had treated Dian differently from other 
students. A spokesperson said: "The student 
was suspended for other reasons." 

QOODOOQHDOHDHOOOOooW 
Progressive Australians Set Gender 
Agenda in Sport : 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com > 


[Received from Claire McNab <claire@si- 
beria.demon.co.uk > via Press For 


Change News] 

A golfer who was born a male but who 
subsequently underwent a Sex change 
operation and recently won the South 
Australian Women’s Amateur Championship 
has opened up a whole new area of debate in 
the golf world. Indeed, a former Irish 
champion and international, Maisie Mooney, 
in her position as executive director of 
Women’s Golf Australia, has found herself 
to the forefront in defending the association’s 
decision to encourage transsexual players to 
paiticipate in its championship and possibly 
evep represent the country in international 
competition. 

Mianne Bagger, who was born a male in 
Denmark 32 years ago, underwent a sex 
change operation seven years ag0 in 
Australia and last week became the first 
transsexual to win a major amateur champi- 
onship when beating Lyn McGough 5 and 4 
in the state final. Bagger’s participation was 
encouraged by the WGA who had spent the 
past year formulating its policy on transsex- 
ual players. The player has received surpris- 
ingly strong support from a notoriously 
conservative amateur establishment, and 


Mooney explained the WGA’s stance in the 
absence of central legislation: "There are 
some people who take a position that is very 
simple and say she (Bagger) is not a woman 
because of the residual physiological power 
that a transgender female will have. . . as 
a sport, we had to make a decision our- 
selves. 

"Taking into account all the information 
we've had, our policy will be that Mianne 
and other transgender females who have had 
sexual reassignment will be female golfers. 


“There is no doubt that transgender 
females are considered, because of the XY 
chromosome factors, to have superior 
strength. In our sport, strength does not 
equal sluli. It dees ict equal success in 
golf. It may in other sports, for example 
women’s cricket or softball, where there is 
upper-body strength which is inherited from 
their male gender, and which may give them 
an advantage. Irrespective of all that, the 
laws of the land are such that someone who 
has sexual reassignment in this country 
(Australia) is accepted as a female." 


Mooney, who beat Mary McKenna in the 
final of the Irish Close in 1973 and repre- 
sented Ireland in international competition 
from 1968 to 1974 as well as playing 
Vagliano Trophy for Britain and Ireland, 
was asked what her feelings would have 


been if, in her own playing days, she faced - 


a transsexual player on the first tee. "My 
point of view as a player was that there was 
no-one who could beat me when I was 
playing at my peak. . . I was so absorbed in 
my own golf and confident in my own skills 
that it really would not have mattered who 
was standing in front of me." 

There is a huge grey area surrounding 
this particular issue. Players like Bagger 
would be barred from competing in the 
United States (where the governing bodies 
moved to prevent such a situation in their 
sport after Renee Richards succeeded in 
playing in the US Open tennis championships 
after undergoing a sex change) but there is 
no legislation to govern many other champi- 
onships, for instance the world team champi- 
onship, and Mooney observed that if some- 
one like Bagger played her way onto the 
national team then she would be selected. 


OQOOOHOOOHHOOOOOOOOO 
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A Real Man’s Woman 
... And Call Me Madam, Sir 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com > 
By David Reardon in Kalgoorlie 
The Sydney Morning Herald newspaper. 
Sydney, Australia. 

In the knockabout mining town of 
Kalgoorlie, the brothel madam, Leigh Varis 
- a big woman who used to be a big man - 
has barnstormed the local council. 

Ms Varis was voted into Kalgoorlie 
council in late May, becoming the first 
madam, let alone the first person to have had 
a sex-change operation, elected to public 
office on the goldfields. 

“The other councilors have taken it quite - 
well," Ms Varis said. "I am able to bring a 
wealth of knowledge from all walks of life 
and both sexes. 

"I didn’t hide anything from them. They 
knew I was a working girl and all about my 
past. In fact, my campaign slogan was: I 
dare to be different." 

Ms Varis, 49, who had a sex-change 

operation in 1986 and has worked as a 
prostitute for most of her life, said she had 
livened up council functions. 
"They are fascinated with me," she said. 
"We sit down and I will tell a story or two, 
and they are just completely gobsmacked at 
my life. 

"The councilors are different from the 
people I would normally associate with, and 
yet [ am now working alongside them and I 
am on their level.” : 

The respoase is positive. 

"You get negative people in all walks of 
life but I just put them to the back of my 
mind," Ms Varis said. “They obviously 
don’t know me and they should not judge a 
book by its cover. 

"] just thought I would have a go. I was 
born here and I decided that I could do as 
good a job as anyone else on council." 


Born and bred on the goldfields, Ms 
Varis works at Langtrees brothel, one of a 
dwindling number of establishments which 
made Kalgoorlie’s Hay Street almost as 
famous as the gold deposits surrounding the 
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famous as the gold deposits surrounding the 
town. 

"I’ve been a battler all my life," Ms 
Varis said. "I have fought bureaucrats all my 
life. People say you can’t do this and you 
can’t do that, but all my life I’ve done 
whatever I wanted." 

QANNOUNCE WEBSITE @ http:// anno- 
unce.queer.org.au/ 

DODGODOODOOOOOOOOO 

FTM Found Dead in 
Northern California 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
By Gwen Sith 
[Received from Gwendolyn Ann Smith 
< gwen@gender.org >] 


Emmon Bodfish, a reclusive female- 


to-male transperson, was found by police in. 


their Orinda, California home on July Ist. 
Police are investigating the death as a 
potential homicide. 


Mr. Bodfish’s body was discovered by 
police, who had been asked by another 
individual to check the home. They were 
discovered on the floor in the main part of 
the house. Police reports point to blunt force 
trauma as the cause of death, though the 
murder weapon has not been found. There 
were no signs of forcible entry, and while 
the house was in some disarray, the police 
were unsure if these were signs of struggle 
and/or ransacking, or just indicators of the 
upkeep of the house. 


While the police have been reluctant to 
speak about the gender identity of the 
victim, neighbors have indicated that Bodfish 
had been liviig as a maic and may nave 
undergone some surgery. Initial reports on 
this case indicated that the coroner’s office 
was having difficulty determining the gender 
of the victim, though this may have had 
more to do with the decomposition of the 
body -- which had been sitting in the home 
for “about a week” -- rather than any other 
reason. 

Bodfish, under their birth name of 
Margaret Ingalls Bodfish, purchased the 
home in Orinda, saying that it was for “her 
son," Emmon. He also owned another 
residence in Mill Valley. 


Anyone with information is urged to 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


contact Sgt. Mark Hale at 925-313-2630, or 
Sgt. Chris Wenzel at 925-253-4250. 


Update: According to an AP article of July 
7th, Emmon Bodfish’s son, Maxwell Wills, 
has been found dead in a home in Santa 
Monica. 


It is unsure what connection there is to these 
two crimes. 


DODD DOGO GOO OOOO 
Letter to the Editor 
Penni Ashe 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 


I hope that Tomye Kelley’s request for 
cases in which transsexual and transgendered 
people have been mistreated by counseling 
professionals [See"Query for information,” 
GAIN 5/29/99 <http://www.gender.org 
/gain/g99 g052 999. htm#2 >] receives plenty 
of responses. I am, however, disturbed by 
the tone of her letter, for it seems to indicate 
a disbelief that significant abuses can occur 
and to be intended as a challenge to produce 
documentation that such mistreatment 
occurs. I hope that I have misread her intent. 


I have been licensed to practice psychol- 
ogy since 1980. As both a member of the 
helping professions and as a transsexual I 
have witnessed astounding ignorance and 
hostility towards transpeople by significant 


numbers of medical and psychological 
professionals. This virulence is well-- 
documented the professional literature, 
which is filled with name-calling, personal 
attacks, and ridiculing of transpeople, 
buttressed by reports of needlessly intrusive 
and sometimes harmful treatments methods. 


As early as 1967, Richard Green and his 
associates showed just how malevolent 
helping professionals can be toward trans- 
people, and Franzini and Casinelli showed 
that 20 years of research and dialogue had 
not much improved the situation. 


Having known several thousand trans- 
people, I have heard many horror stories of 
abuses by helping professionals. I’ve also 
heard many stories of helping professionals 
who have gone out of their way to be 
supportive. I’m not sure Ms. Kelley really 
wants to know just how many of the former 
there are. 


Dallas Denny, M.A. 


Licensed Psychological Examiner 
BDOODOODOGOOOOOVOwo 
Gulf Gender Alliance July 17, 1999 

P.O. Box 56836 

New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Louisiana HRC 1999 Dinner Committee 
New Orleans, LA 70175 


Dear Louisiana HRC 1999 Dinner Com- 
mittee: 

The Gulf Gender Alliance wishes to 
extend its appreciation to the 1999 Louisi- 
ana HRC Dinner Committee for its recent 
letter to the Human Rights Campaign 
National Board of Directors urging the 
inclusion of transgendered people in the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
(ENDA). It is encouraging to see this unity 
of purpose locally, focused on the common : 
goal of equal rights for all Americans, 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


As your letter states, HRC has taken 
steps at the national level to address issues 
effecting transgendered 


persons. However, as you recognize, there 
are many instances where these steps are 
inadequate. ENDA is one very big exam- 
ple. Just as importantly is the need to 
recognize how blurred the line between 
sexual orientation and gender identity can 
be. Left as it is currently, ENDA will fail 
to protect those whose gender portrayal is 
outside the bounds of stereotypical male or 
female behavior or appearance. Our goal is 
truly common. 


The GGA looks forward to working 
with the local HRC Dinner Committee in ~ 
arcas-that mutually effect all of us within 
the state of Louisiana. We also look for- 
ward to working with the HRC Dinner 
Committee to help spread their support to 
other cities around the country. Through 
such efforts, the ideals expressed in your 
letter will sooner, rather than later, be 
accepted by the HRC National Board of 
Directors. 


Sincerely yours, 

Diane Tanner 

President 
OOOOOHOOOOOOOGOOvO 
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